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Latter-day Saints, 14 November 2006 BYU Devotional 

“First, let us speak ____________ the Gate of Preparation. The Lord has counseled, ‘If ye are prepared ye shall not fear.’ Fear is the 
enemy of growth ____________ accomplishment. 

“It is necessary to prepare ____________ to plan ____________ that we don’t fritter away our lives. ____________ a goal, there can 
be no real success. The best definition of success I have ever found goes something like this: ‘Success is the progressive realization 
____________ a worthy ideal.’ Someone has said that the trouble with not having a goal is that you can spend your life running up 
____________ down the field ____________ never crossing the goal line. 

“Years ago there was a romantic ____________ fanciful ballad that contained the words ‘Wishing will make it so; Just keep on 
wishing ____________ cares will go.’ I want to state here ____________ now that wishing will not replace thorough preparation to 
meet the trials ____________ life. Preparation is hard work, ____________ it is absolutely essential ____________ our progress. 

“Concerning your preparation, let me share with you this time-honored advice, which has never been more applicable than it is right 
now: It is not the number of hours you put in ____________ what you put in the hours that counts. 

“Have discipline ____________ your preparations. Have checkpoints where you can determine if you’re ____________ course. Study 
something you like ____________ which will make it possible for you to support a family. While this counsel would apply almost 
certainly ____________ every young man, it also has relevance ____________ young women. There are situations in life which we 
cannot predict which will require employable skills. You can’t get the jobs of tomorrow until you have the skills ____________ today. 
Business ____________ the new economy, where the only guarantee is change, brings us ____________ serious preparation. 

“Make certain as you prepare that you do not procrastinate. Someone has said that procrastination is the thief ____________ time. 
Actually, procrastination is much more. It is the thief ____________ our self-respect. It nags at us ____________ spoils our fun. It 
deprives us ____________ the fullest realization of our ambitions ____________ our hopes. 

“In academic preparation, I found it a good practice to read a text with the idea that I would be asked to explain that which the author 
wrote ____________ its application ____________ the subject it covered. Also, I tried to be attentive ____________ any lecture 
____________ the classroom ____________ to pretend that I would be called upon to present the same lecture ____________ others. 
While this practice is very hard work, it certainly helps ____________ test week!”  
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